
 

CSCA Weekly Updates 

"We kindle enthusiasm to craft bold and effective citizen-scholars." 

  

  

  

 

 

Dear CSCA Families, 

 

Before jumping in to discuss plans between Thanksgiving Break and Christmas 

Break (and the in-person learner 60-second survey), I want to say a few words about 

this special day. Many of us are close to noble men and women who have faithfully 

served our great country, and I wanted to take a moment to thank and recognize 

them, and any of you, who have sacrificed for us to enjoy the freedoms that we enjoy 

today. It is fitting that November’s Core Virtue for CSCA is Gratitude; if you haven’t 
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yet, take a few minutes to reach out and show gratitude to a veteran. 

 

As many of you know, District 11 announced this afternoon that they will switch to 

100% remote learning for all of their students between Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Break, following D49 and D2’s recent announcements. This is also in light of El Paso 

County moving to a stricter Safer at Home Level 3 by Friday. Other school districts 

such as D20 and D12 are currently planning on continuing in-person instruction, as 

long as they are able to. (The state reclassified schools last week as “critical 

businesses,” allowing them to stay open even during a stay-at-home order.) As an 

independent charter school, we have the autonomy to make our own decision on this 

matter. 

 

On one hand, the closures are clearly safety precautions due to rising cases in 

Colorado Springs and in schools, coupled by the difficult logistics of running a 

school when people are required to quarantine for symptoms (COVID or not). On the 

other hand, it is evident that both academics and social/emotional/mental well-being 

suffer when schools are remote. 

 

Regarding CSCA specifically, we are proud to say that despite all of the individual 

and classroom quarantines, we survived the school year without a confirmed positive 

case until less than three weeks ago, and we have never needed to have a complete 

school closure up to this point. Of our positive cases, only two had exposure (defined 

by El Paso County Public Health as contact within 48 hours of symptom onset or a 

positive test) in school during school hours and around students. The remaining 6 

cases occurred outside of school hours with no suspected exposure to students, per El 

Paso County Public Health. All of this success is due to our amazing, proactive 

nursing team, strict, enforced, conservative, and safety-focused school-wide policies, 

strict cohorting, a reworked class schedule, and responsible families and staff who 

are honest about their symptoms and choose stay home and not put others at risk. 

 



All of that said, we must be prudent for the safety of our school community. We are 

looking at data, having conversations as a team, and seeking the input of those in our 

school community (families and staff) to make the best decision moving forward 

regarding what’s best for students. In either case, the mask requirement will continue 

to include all students, Kindergarten - 8th grade, through Friday, December 18. 

 

As you think about all of this, consider this document (In-Person Learning in the 

Time of COVID-19) released yesterday by the Colorado Department of Public Health 

and Environment, and this column released yesterday by a local school district’s 

board. 

 

***Please give us your feedback on in-person vs. remote learning after 

Thanksgiving Break here.*** 

 

Partners in Education, 

 

Dan Ajamian, Head of School 

Excellence  |  Positivity  |  Integrity/Respect  |  Citizenship 

-- 

*Important* Technology Checkout 

 

Although there is currently not a plan to move CSCA’s in-person learners to remote 

learning, we want to be prepared for the situation should it arise.  In preparation, we 

will start a reservation process for those families that will need to check out a school-

owned Chromebook.  Please note that CSCA’s remote learning platform can be 

accessed using any personal device and does not require a school Chromebook. 

 

Below are the steps to reserve a school Chromebook in the event of switching to 

remote learning: 
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STEP 1 - Download and complete the *CSCA Student Issued Device Agreement 

found on the CSCA homepage CSCHARTER.ORG (complete one agreement for 

each Chromebook needed). 

*There is optional one-time insurance that can be purchased (for each device) for $30 

that covers the Chromebook for damage. You MUST purchase this through 

MySchoolBucks prior to receiving the machine. If you need assistance with 

MySchoolBucks please contact Laura Easley at leasley@cscharter.org. 

 

STEP 2 -Return signature page of Student Issued Device Agreement either by email 

to   techcheckout@cscharter.org or in person by dropping it off at the elementary 

school’s front door no later than Monday, November 16. 

 

Chromebooks are loaned on a first come first serve basis.  Please do not delay 

reserving a school Chromebook for your family as we want to ensure that we have 

enough devices and a safe system to get them to you. 

 

If you have any questions, please email our Data Accountability/IT Manager, Kevin 

Dolley at kdolley@cscharter.org. 

-- 

PTO Meeting is 6:00 p.m. tomorrow, Thursday, November 12 

 

Email PTO President Amber Davis (adavis.cscapto@gmail.com) to join via Zoom. 
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